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MLA Paper Format 
 
MLA is the documentation style developed by the Modern Language Association. MLA rules govern the 
formatting of pages, in-text citations, and the corresponding list of works cited. MLA is used primarily for 
subjects in the arts and humanities.  
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Blinding Dreams   
 
                   Everyone has a different view of what the American dream is, but in Death of a  

           Salesman, Arthur Miller shows us that pursuing it can cause us to ignore the better parts 

           of our lives: while striving to achieve a dream, “people damage the lives they have  

           because they feel that their current lives are less than desirable” (Lautzenheiser 4).  

           Miller shows how the American Dream can consume us through his main character, Willy 

           Loman. 

                   Willy’s version of the American dream is broken into two parts. The first part of  

          Willy’s dream is to be liked and well known. He believes that reaching this goal requires  

          physical prowess. This is evident in his view of Bernard: 

         Willy is convinced that Bernard will not succeed in the world because he is not 

                             strong. The only way to true success is by the way people view another person. 

      In Bernard’s case, his anemia will never allow him to achieve Willy’s view of 

      professional worth and be a liked person. Willy says, “Bernard can get the best 

     marks in school” but that won’t cut it in the business world. (Lautzenheiser 33) 

                   Another reasin component of Willy’s dream involves wealth. He views money as a way to  
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